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I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an Invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originaiiy filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 

Description, Pages 

.8 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

i .i 4 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marl<ed above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the International application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andtor 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the International application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infonnation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-14 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference Is made to the following document: 

D1 : US-A-2 615 834 (POINDEXTER FRANKLIN E ET AL) 28 October 1952 

D1 discloses (cf. fig. 2-4, column 3, line 26 to column 4, line 19) an apparatus for the 
pyrolysis of material, which apparatus comprises a pyrolysis chamber (1), an inlet (2,56) 
at a first end of the pyrolysis chamber, an outlet (15) at a second end of the pyrolysis 
chamber, and feed means for feeding the material through the pyrolysis chamber, the 
feed means comprising a cranked member (51), at least one elongate member (42) 
which extends along the pyrolysis chamber between the inlet and the outlet and which 
has a first end adjacent the inlet and a second end adjacent the outlet, a feed formation 
(46) connected to the first end of the elongate member (42), and connector means (49 
and 52) which connects one end of the elongate member (42) to the cranked member 
(51), and the feed means being such that rotation of the cranked member (51) causes 
the elongate member (42) to move backwards and forwards and the feed formation 
(46) to move the material from the inlet (2,56) towards the outlet (15). 

The only difference that can be figured out between the apparatus disclosed in D1 and 
the subject-matter of claim one of the present application is the position of the cranked 
member, which is connected to the elongated member at its end adjacent to the inlet, 
while the claimed cranked member is connected to the elongated member at its end 
adjacent to the outlet. 

These, however, are only the two obvious possibilities between the skilled person has 
to chose with the same effect. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step and does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(3) PCT. 

Clams 2-14 do not seem to include any additional feature that is not shown by D1 or 
goes beyond the normal practice of a man skilled in the art. Consequently, the subject- 
matter of claims 2-14 also lacks an inventive step. 
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